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IT is better to go to the Houſe of Mourning, 
than to go to the Houſe of Feaſting: For 
"this is the end of all Men, and the LOG 
coil lay it to Heart. 


N immoderate Love of Pleaſure, 
and ſenſual delights, has ſo cor- 
ruptedeven theMinds of theRich, 
and infected the meaner ſort of 
People, that the ſerious thoughts 

of Death, and another World, or a concern for 

the ſuture well-being of the Soul, are regarded 
by too many as the effect of narrow Principles 
and a confin'd Education. The moſt impor- 
tant buſineſs of theirLives is to paſs away the 
time merrily, not to uſe, or improve it. Come 
ſay they, let us enjoy the good things that are 


pretent, and let us ſpeedily uſe the Creatures 
like 


2 A Funeral SERMON 
like as in Youth; let us fill our ſelves with 
coſtly Wine & Ointments ; and let no Flowet 
of the Spring paſs by us; let none of us go 
without his part of our Voluptuouſneſs, for 
this is our Portion and our Lot is this. By 
theſe arts, and this way of Teaſoning, they 
baniſh all apprehenſions of a future State, as 
far as poſſible oat of their Minds, And altho” 
nothing is ſo certain as that they muſt ſhortly 
Die, or fo uncertain as the time When; no- 
thing ſo terrible as the vengeance of a provoxk d 

GOD, and the eternal puniſhment of a wicked 
or misſpent Life 5 yet they. ſtudiouſly avoid 

theſe mortifying conſiderations, and endeavour 
to live as if they were Immortal; as if they 
had nothing to do but divert themſelves. in 
this World, and nothing to fear in the other. 


To warn theſe Men of their danger is but 
to proyoke their anger, and make them more 
obſtinate; if Reaſon is againſt them, they will 
ſet themſelves againſt Reaſon ; and when Ar- 
guments fail they fly to Ridicule to prevent 
the Efficacy of good Counſel, and quiet their 
Conſciences in ſpite of their Judgment. 


Such are the preſent Race of Men that make 
the greateſt Noiſe in the World; and to ſuch 
as theſe the Text will doubtleſs ſeem a Paradox, 
a matter of deriſion rather than of practice. 
A Doctrine ſo contrary to the Sentiments of 
the bulk of Mankind, will want ſomething 
more than bare humane Authority to ſupport 


r 
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it. And what can be more ſatisſactory and 
convincing, than the Judgment of a Man ex- 
ceeding all Mankind. One who throughly 


knew the World, and was able to diſſect its 


parts, and accurately to diſcant upon every 
particular, from the humble Hyſſop, to the 
lofty Cedar. Had this advice come from ſome 


moroſe Cynick, Tome diſcontented Divine, or 


ſome ſecluded Hermit, we might have ſuſ- 
ſpeed a Falacy in the Text. But when no 


leſs a Perſon than an inſpired Preacher, and 


Royal Prophet tells us, it is better to go to 


the Houſe of Mourning, than to the Houſe of 


Feaſting : This ſhould put us to ſilence, and 
recommend it to our Attention & Practice, 


But Perhaps this may not ſatisfy the 
Voluptuaries of our Age, who are fond of the 
Prerogative of Judging for themſelves, and 
can hardly be perſuaded to believe a Doctrine 
tho' ever ſo reaſonable that croſſes their In- 


clinations. 


I ſhall therefore for their further ſatisfation. 


in the following Diſcourſe, 
Firſt, Examine the pretentions of theſe 
two places mentioned in my Text, to our 


Approbation and Choice, by confidering the 


advantages of each. 


Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to make my 


Diſcourſe further uſefull, by applying it ta 
tbe preſent SerrowfulOccafien Jau, N 
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Yar 


That the Melancholy Spectacle of a Dying 
Perſon, with all the Affecting Circumſtances, 


The Text will afford us this uſeful Leſſon, 


j 


generally accompanying it, which are the ſub- 


ject of our thoughts in theHouſe of Mourning, 
are more profitable to Man in the preſent ſtare 


he is in,than the gayer and more pleaſant Ima- 
ges which preſent themſelves to us at a Fe, 
rival, or Entertainment of Mirth: And the 


reaſon is this, becauſe in the t we have be- 
fore our Eyes, a view of what we muſt all 


come to; his is the end of all Men; all the 


Cares and Buſineſs, the Pleaſures and Amuſe- 


ments of Men muſt terminate here: And Who 


can behold this miſerable end of Humane Na- 


ture, without laying it to heart; and thinking 
it «a matter of the greate ſt. Importance to be 


prepar'd for it. For to Die is not to be di- 
veſted of our being, and reſt for ever in a ſtate 
of i nactivity and forgetſulneſs; or as the 
Atheijiical Senſualiſts in the Book of Wi/dom 
expreſs it, to be hereaſter as tho' we had never 
been: But it is to riſe to a new Life, Eternal, 
either in Happineſs or miſery, according as we 
have fitted our ſelves for this end. We have 
a great work to finiſh, and but little time to 
perform it in; it behoves us therefore to hus- 


band well this thort Span, and not ſpend it in 


vain Amuſements ; it behoyes us to ſeek for 
and improve with our utmoſt Induſtry, all the 


aſfiſtances which Nature or Grace can afford 


as, for the carrying on and perfecting thig 


negeſſary 
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neceſſary work. And what can more conduce 
to fit us for our end, than frequently to think 
of it, and ſet it before our eyes; this will 
enable us to meet it with chearfulneſs, and 
bear it with patience; it will diſarm it of it's 

. teriors, and make it familiar to us. Such 
objects of Mortality, and the Reflections they 
naturally occaſion, may properly be call'd an 
Entertainment for the Soul, and a Spiritual 
Feſtival. Whereas in the Houſe of Feaſting 
our Bodies are pamper'd but our Souls ars 
ſtarved. Luxury & Mirth may indeed pleaſe 
the Imagination, and delight the Senſes ; but 
they ſtupifie the Underſtanding, and deaden 
the vigour of the Mind; they lead us out of 
the way to our true end, and happineſs ; by 
fixing our affections upon ſenſual Objects, ſo 
that we are ready to wiſh this World was our 
reſting Place, to build our Tabernacle upon 
Earth, and ſay, it is good to be here; here 
Ict us dwell for we have a Delight therein, 


But to be fully ſatisfied, which of theſe two 
Places has the beſt preterſions to our appro. 

bation and choice, let us imagine our ſelves 
Spectators in each, and conſider the Advans 

tages on both ſides. The firſt gloomy Scene 

| naturally forces it ſelf into our Minds from 
3, the Melancholly Object before us. 


And what can be more profitable or more l 
terrible than the ſight of a Dying Man, when | 
ke lies breathing out his Soul on his Death- q 
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Bed. To ſee how the ancient Society of the 
Soul and Body is rent aſunder, and to ſee how 


they ſtruggle at the parting, being in ſome 


doubt what ſhall become of them - hereafter. 
The Spirits ſhrink inward and retire to the 
Anquiſh'd Heart; while that in the mean time 
pants with affrighting Pangs, and can hardly 
diſcharge its Oſhce, and keep the Lagging 
Blood in its circulating Motion. To ſee how 
the Mind ſtrives to expreſs it ſelf when the 
Organs of the Voice are too weak for utterance, 
To ſee the Eye ſettled to a fixed dimnefs, 
which a little before was ſwift as the ſhoots 
of Lightning, nimbler than the Thought, and 
bright as the Poliſhed Diamond. To fee all 
his Friends like Conduits dropping Tears 
about him while he neither knows his Wants, 
nor they his Cure. To ſee the Countenance 
thro' which perhaps there ſhin'd a lovely Ma- 
jeſty now altered to a Frightful paleneſs, and 
the terrors of a Ghaſtly look. To think how 


that which could reaſon and perſwade, and 


govern a Family, is now become a thing ſo 
full of Horror, that Children are affraid to look 
at it; and muſt therefore be removed out of 
our fight to the dark and hideous Grave; there 
to become a Neſt of Worms, a Lump of Filth, 
and a Box of pallid Putrefaction. When thou 


ſhalt ſee all theſe things happen to one whoſe 


Converſation had indear'd him to thee, and with 
whom thou haſt often been ingag'd in Scenes 


. of Mirth, Feaſting and Jollity. 


Tell 
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Tell me if thou canſt then find a thought 
of thine diſpoſing thee to Pleaſure, and the 
fugitive Toys of Life. O what a bubble! 
what a puff! what but a wink of Life is Man ! 
and with what a general Whirpool Death 
ſwallo ws up the whole World! Who can 
behold ſuch a ſight as this and not lay it to 
Heart ? and learn from it both Humility, and 
| Loftineſs, the one to debaſe the Body, which 
muſt thus periſh in an offenſive Naſtineſs. 
The other to advance the Soul which lives 
here but for a higher and more Heayenly 
Aſcenſion. Who that have ſeen ſuch an 
Object, would imploy his thoughts and ſpend 
his Time in Pampering a frail Carcaſs deſtin'd 
to Corruption and Worms, and negle& that 
Noble and Divine part of his Nature which 
will ſurvive this final Diſſolution, and be the 
Subject of Happineſs or Miſery to allEternity. 
hat a noble Leſſon is here to the Practice 
of Virtue, Charity, Self-denial, and Contempt 
of the World. Remember thy latter End 
and thou wilt never do amiſs; remember 
Corruption and the Grave and abide in the 
Commandments, 


2ly. Let us remove our thoughts from 
this Mournful SpeQacle, to the Houſe of 
Feaſting, and obſerye what we meet with 
there. Here we are preſented with the gay 
and ſprightly Images of Mirth, Revelling and 
Luxury; the obſcene, Jeſt, the loud Laugh, 
and the nnn, Theſe are inviting 
r at 
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at a diſtance and too eaſily Captivate aCarnal 
andUnthinking Mind. Liked$9/9mor's Wine, 
they ſparkle in the Cup, and pleaſe the Fancy, 


but in the end they bite like a Serpent, and 
leave a deadly Venom behind them. Take a 


ſuperficial View of them; and they promiſe 


ſomething ſubſtantial by the Flutter and Con- 
fuſion, in which they put the Spirits, and the 
Eagerneſs with which they are Courted, but 
examine them narrowly and you will find they 
are only deluſions of the Devil, who with 
Pleaſure allures Men into ſecurity, then ſteals 
away their Souls and leaves them to the Wrath 
of Heaven. Senſual delights may ſooth the 
Imagination, and gratifie our depraved Appe- 
tites; but they inflaye the Will, enervate the 
'noble faculties of the Soul ; and render Man 
unfit for the moſt eſſential Duties of his 
Chiſtian calling, Devotion to his GOD, or 
Charity to his Neighbour, what indeed can be 
expetcd that is Great, or Good, from one 
whoſe thoughts are forever creeping upon the 
Earth, and his deſires and affections upon a 
level with the Beaſts? It is more than probable 
that he who ſubmits to. Pleaſure will fall at 
laſt a Prey to Diſſeaſes, Shame, andRemorſe, 
even the extreme of Joy is Sadneſs ; asSo/omo7 
ſays, in much Laughter is much'$orrow,for it 
often puts Reaſon to the Bluſh, and leaves us 
for the moſt part cauſe oiRepgntance. Where- 

fore a wile Heathen adviſes us not to eſtimate 
Pleaſures upon their approach but at their 
farewell, that by feeling their ſting we may 
„ n diſcoyer 
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diſcover their baſe treachery and learn to 
value them, not by what they promiſe, but 
by what they really perform. By this Calcu- 
lation we ſhall diſcover the Cheat, and find 
that our greateſt Happineſs conſiſts in Expec- 
tation only, that Pleaſure is but a Phantom 
which flies from our Graſp whenever we 
attempt to ſeize it, or vaniſhes like a ſhadow 
when we fall upon it; leaving us forever diſ- 
ſatisfied and forever in purſuit of it. It is 
like a falſe light hung out toMarriners at Sea, 
which draws them from their true Courſe till 
t hey run upon Rocks or Sholes, and ſo be- 
come an eaſy Prey to their betrayers. Wretch- 
ed ſtupidity of Man, that when his native 
Country is ſo inviting, and the way ſo plain 
to it ſhould be entic'd aſide by every trifling 
Gugaw the Devil ſets in his view to deceive 
him; altho' he knows it is only to trapan his 
Soul to ruin, | 


But ſuppoſe Worldly Pleaſure was more 
ſubſtantial, or more Innocent, than I have here 
repreſented it, yet alaſs how Fleeting and Mo- 
mentary is it; we are ſcarce come into the 
World, and begin to look about us before we 
are called away, We have no ſooner laid up 
our Stores and entered upon the enjoyment of 
them, but ourSouls are required of us, and we are 
Summoned before the Judgment: ſeat of GOD 
to account for the uſe and improvement of 
them. Could we indeed procure an uninterrupted 
Felicity, or draw Life into perpetuity, 9 

: ve 
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we keep back the Eclipſing ſadneſſes of the 
Mind, and give the World a Conſtancy in all 
its parts we might then with ſome reaſon be 
fond of this Life and the Pleaſures of it; we 
might then without cenſure ſay with the Rich 
Man in the Goſpel, Soul thou haſt much Goods 
laid up for many Tears, take thine Eaſe, 
eat, drink and be merry. But when we con- 
ſider that a Hair or a Fly may ſnatch us in a 
moment from our dear bought delights, how 
does this damp our Riotous Mirth, check our 
unbounded deſires, and put our buſie Mind in 
a more ſafe and quiet ſtate, 


Let us then often conſider and lay it to 
Heart, that Death is haſtning upon us apace ; 
that whether we will or not we are every Day 
drawing nearer to our Journeys end, and that 
inevitable doom which will determine our 
everlaſtingCondition. That whether we p/ay 
or Jabour, whether we ſerve GOD or Mam- 
mon, Time keeps his conſtant motion, and flies 
as faſt in 7dleneſs as in Imployment, the Sun 
riſes and ſets and our ſand runs. An hour of 
Vice is as long as an hour of Virtue. But the 
effects are infinitely different. The one trea- 
ſures up a Pleaſure for us in an Everlaſting 
Life; the other provides us Torture in a 
Death Eternal. | 


And as the effects of Death are vaſtly differ 
Ent to Men thus differently engag'd, 1o like- 
wiſe are their conceptions of it, One lives in 
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a fullneſs of Joy here, he ſings and revels and 
di verts himſelf, as if his Harycit was perpetual 
and the World was for ever to imile upon him 
this Man would do any thing rather than Die 
he trembles at the apprchenſions of his ap- 

roaching Fate; whereby he tells us (tho his 
Tenge expreſſes it not) that he expects a 
worſe eſtate hereafter. 


Another lives hardly here, he looks upon 
this World as his Priſon, and uſcth with great 
moderation and prudence the Pleafures which 
ſurround him; his thoughts and affections are 
fixed above. And this Man ſeeks Death but 
feels him not, intimating that he expects a 
better condition by Death. For it is a known 
Maxim, that Nature ever aims at ſomething 
better, nor would ſhe wiſh a Change if ſhe did 
not think it a benefit. 0 


Now what do theſe two Men teach us? 
They teach us, that theie is both a Miſery and 
a Joy attending Man when he is vaniſhed 
hence. They teach us likewiſe how to pro- 
cure the one, and to avoid the other. The 
Wicked is driven away in his own Wicked- 
"ep Be the Righteous hath hope in bis 

cath. 5 


And from whence is this difference, but 
becauſe one has made Death the ſubject of his 
Thoughts and Mcditations, and prepar'd him» 
ſelf for it by a good Life. The other hes 

| thruſ 
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thruſt it from him, and view'd only the Super- 
ficial part of it, ſo that when he perceives it 
coming upon him unprovided, he is amazed, 
and conſounded. How happy is the good 
Man who can equally Live or Die, he knows 
while he is here GOD will pretect him, and 
when he goes hence GOD will receive him. 
How miſcrable is the Wicked who lives un- 
der the Terror of Death, every Spectacle of 
Mortality terifies him, every caſual Danger 
affrights him: What can the poor Wretch 
do? It is impoſſible for him to fly ſromDeath, 
and to meet it he is affraid. So that if it ſeizes 
upon him like an arreſt of Treaſon at a Ban- 
quet. Blaſts him like a Lightning Flaſh, and 
tares him from his darling Pleaſures, to give 
an Account to GOD for the abuſe of his Time, 
his Money, his Health, and his Reaſon. O 
Death how bitter art thou to a Man that liv- 
eth at reſt in his Poſſeſſions, unto a Man that 
hath nothing to vex him, and hath Proſperity 
in all things. 


When thou ſhalt lie faint and groanirg upon 
thy Dying Bed, with thy Friends all ſad about 
thee, and thy Blood and Spirits growing cold 
and flow within thee ; When thou halt / be- 
gin to reckon thy Life, not by Days or Hours, 
but by the throbings of thy Pulſe, every ſtroke 
of which puſhes-the nearer to the Fatal Pre- 
cipice. In this gieat Agony of Nature, when 
ſome acute Pain brings to thy Remembrance 
thy former Exceſſes & Extravagance; wen it 

3 . then 
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then be any comfort to thy departing Soul, 
to reflect upon the Pleaſures thou haſt enjoy'd 
in this World; & how merrily thou haſt ſpent 
thy Time? No, theſe thoughts will then be a 
bitter Portion to thee. And thou ſhalt wiſh 
in vain that thou hadſt oftner gone to the 
Houſe of Mourning; and made Death more 
familiar and friendly to thee, by meditating 
upon it and preparing for it. Then wilt thou 
curſe the tempting Morſel, and know too late 
the value of Health and a good Conſcience. 
Then wilt thou be convinced (at a dear rate) 
that nothing in the World is worth our Care, 
but what will help us to die Chearſully and 
Couragiouſly. 


Many things there be which may divert us 


in the Courſe of our Life, but in the end of 


it nothing will be regarded by us, or yeild us 
any ſatisfaction but the reflection upon the 
Innocency and Uſefulneſs of our paſt Life: 
and a proſpect of the Reward that is toCrown 
our Labours. Our Rejoycing then will be 
this, the teſtimony of our Conſtiences, that 


in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, we have. 


had our Converſation in the World. When 
we can ſay with St. Paul, when within view 


of his end, I have fought a good Fight, 1 


have finiſhed my Courſe, I have keept the 
Faith, henceforth there is laid up for me 4 
Crown of Righteonſneſs, which the Lard 
the Righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that 
Day; the Day of Retribution, 


C Thus 
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Thus have I finiſhed my firſt Propoſal; and 
repreſented the advantages on both ſides the 
Queſtion. I ſhall leave it to your own Judg- 
ment and Prudence to act accordingly, which 
I perſume has little room for Heſitation, 


Suffer me only to intreat you in few words 
to behave like Men & Rational Creatures, and 
if you really believe there is a GOD who will 
certainly call you to a ſtrict account for all 
your Actions, and a future State of Happineſs 
or Miſery to reward them; forbear to live as 
if you believed it not, in defiance of his Anger, 
and contempt of his Favour. Take the im- 
partial Ballance of Truth in your hand, and 
weigh the Profit againſt the Loſs, things Tem- 
poral with things Eternal. Put the wrath of 
GOD in one Scale, and the alurements of the 
World, with the ſolicitations of your Joval 
Companions. in the other. In one Scale an 


eternal and exceeding weight of Glory; in the 


other, the trifling unſatisfactory pleaſures of a 
Short Life. The eternal torments of Hell the 

conſequence of an idle diſſolute Life in one 
Scale; and the difficulties of Religion in the 
other; then judge with ſincerity & chuſe with 
diſcretion. Conſider your latter end, and ap- 
ply your Heart unto Wiſdom, and never be 
ſo fooliſh as to ſpend a few Days in vanity and 
folly, and then in a moment go down to the 


Graye and be Damn'd for ever. 


Let 
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Let me now deſire your Patience while I 
apply my Diſcourſe to the preſent ſorrowful 
Occaſion of our meeting, the ſecond thing F 
| propoſed: We are come here to perform, 
the laſt Friendly Office to a departed Brother 
whoſe loſs could not be enough Lamented, if 
our Tears would in any degree add to the 
Happineſs of the Dead. But as we ſhould | 

ſhew but little Gratitude and Affection, if \ 

ſuch a loſs madeno impreſſion upon us. So | 
an immoderate Grief would argue a want of 1 
Faith in the Mercies of GOD, and a diſtruſt | 
in the good qualities of the Deceaſed. Let 
us rather improve the impreſſion, that it 
may be for the better to us as we hope it is to | 
him. As his Life was a General Bleſſing to | 
the place he lived in, ſo let us make his | 
Death beneficial to us, that eyen when 4 
Dead he may be yet uſeſul. | 
| 


And hence we may learn, that altho' it is 
not in the Power of good Principles and chari- | 
table Actions, to retard or prevent the ftroke 
of Death ; yet they are Siolotety neceſſary f 
to diſarm it of its ſting, and make it Comfort- 
able to us. gh gf 


This our departed Friend was a lively 
inſtance of ; for notwithſtanding the World 
courted him with all the delights which give a 
reliſh to Life and make it deſirable ; ſuch as 
a plentiful Fortune, a beloved Wife, a numer- 
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ful Friends, and the univerfalEſtcem of Man- 

kind, yet the Conſciouſneſs of a Life ſpent 

in Kind and good Offices, fortified him in 

the approach of Death, and enabled him 
chearfully and contentedly to ſubmit to the 

Will of GOD. The GOD in whoſe Mercy 
he confided, who has declared that the Mer- 
ciſul ſhall receive Mercy. 


Io inlarge upon the Character of a Perſon 
generally known by his publickImployment, 
and as generally beloved by his Prudence 
and Generolity in the diſcharge of it, would, 
I think be unneceſſary. I ſhall only deſire 
vou to join with me in obſerving that part 
of it which was moſt conſpicuous, and may 


be moſt uſeſul. 


He had ſerved theCrown in no diſhonour- 
able Station many Years, and in different 
Reigns, with great approbation ; and as he 
approved himlelf a faithful and dilligentSer=- 
vant to his Royal Maſters; ſo was he wiſely 
cautious of injuring and oppreſſing his fellow- 
Subjects. A_ 
He had a greatneſs of Soul, which rais'd 
him above all mean unworthy Methods of 
| Increafing his Fortune, and could hardly be 
bounded by his Income, altho conſiderable. 


He was a punctual obſerver of his Word, 
tho” it were to his own hinde rance, and ſcor nd 
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a deceit tho ever ſo profitable. And no won- 
der he ſhould be free from all Oppreſſion, 

Falſhod, and Fraud, who defired Money for 
no other uſe than to do Good and to Diſtri- 

bute. His Heart and his Table were always 

open to the leaſt appearance 'of Worth ; he 

was a patron to the Diſtreſſed, and a ſupport 

to the Poor, Who is there among us that 

has not felt the Overflowing of his good Na- 
ture? and either rejoyc'd under his Roof, or 
been relieved by his Bounty: Who ever entred 
into his Houſe without Pleaſure, or departed 

without Satisfaction? He was Maſter of the 

truly ſodial Virtues, He poſſeſsd that benig- 

nity of Temper, that eaſineſs of Addreſs, that 
chearfulneſs of Humour, which have ſuch a 
Power of engageing the Eſteem and AﬀeCtions 

of Men. ng 


Thus by a diſintereſted and univerſal good 
Will to Mankind, a ſincere and hearty Frien d- 
ſhip to his more intimate Acquaintance, a 
tender Love to his Wife, and an affectionate 
Regard to hisChildren, he has left behind him 
a Name that his Praiſe may be reported, a Name 
which Solomon tells us, is better than preci- 
ous Ointment or great Riches, a Name which 
will long ſurvive him, and be an Honour to 
his Family, and will entitle them to the 
Favour, the ProteQtion and the Aſſiſtance of 
all thoſe who have either profited by the Ge- 
_ nerolity of their Father, or delighted in his 

Frieadihip. © Vf. 
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And now I preſume I need not inſiſt upon 
the latter part of the Text, and preſs y ou to 
Jay it to Heart, the loſs is too general not to 
de felt by all here preſent, and ſo to be felt as 
to be greatly Lamented. But inſtead of giving 
vent to our Grief, let us ſo Jay it to Heart 
as to leſſen this loſs to the Publick, to his 
Family, and to his Friends; to the Publick by 
our Immitation of his good Qualities; to his 
Family by returns of Gratitude and Friendſhip 
Where they are due, and may be needſul. Ts 
his Friends by our earneſt ſtudy and endea- 
vouring of obtaining this fair Character, of 
being uſeful and agrecable in our Lives. For 

unlels we are ſo to others, who can we expect 


will be ſo to us. 


Let the Melancholy Object before us, the 
orpſe of our departed Friend, our late dear 
Companion, teach us that Life is a vain thing, 
a vain Name, without Friendſhip, andFriend- . 
ſhip without Virtue and Virtue without Piety, 
and Picty without Charity. Let us be con- 
vinced by Religion, and by Experience, that 
nothing in this World will make our Lives ſo 
comfortable, and afford us greater Joy & Plea- 
ſure, than doing kindneſſes and forgiving in- 
juries; and e ee us to a more 
Glorious reward in Heaven. 

The Practiſing this Divine Leſſon, will help 
us to conquer the fear of Death; and ſmooth 
our Paſſage into the next World. Peace with 
GOD, with our Selves, with our Friends, and 


with our Enemies will give us Peace at our 


latter End. 6! 88 * Zaſily, 


for John Jekyll, E/q; 19 


Laſtly, Let his Example and Death teach 
us, not to be too cloſely united to any of the 
good things of this World, ſo as not to be 
ready willingly to part with them whenever 
the Allwiſe Donor pleaſes to take them from 
us, or us from them. And to dry up all 
our Tears let us conſider, that all the Mais of 
Creatures put together, are not able to ſatisfy 
the Capacious Soul of Man, which is {till ex- 
tending itſelf beyond this vain and periſhing 
World. 

GOD only who is Infinite is the Center of 
our Happineſs, in him do all our vaſt deſires 
terminate, and when we loſe the Creature we 
find him, All things we now meet with are 
full of Trouble and Vexation, who can utter 
it: We are toſs'd and bandie'd about by unruly 
Appetites, and ungovernable Paſſions. Hea- 
ven only is a Haven of Reſt, In the Courts 
of the Father of Lights, dwells Truth and Joy, 
and Conſtancy. While we fail in this rough 
Ocean of Life, we muſt expect to meet with 
Rocks and Shoals, with Storms and Tempeſts, 
nor can our ſhatter'd Veſlel Anchor in ſafety, 
till it repoſes it ſelf in his Mercies, who is the 
Life and Light and Soul of all. | 
Here then let us fix our Hope, here let us 
place our Affections, that having a Mind thus 
Gloriouſly rais'd on high, we may ſtand as 2 
well built Structure, tho' outwardly ſoil'd and 
clouded with the Fume of Earthly things, yet 
by the Gracious Splendor of the Almighty, 
bright within, and above the reach of Fear or 
Malice, or the Worlds Viſiſſitude. | 
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